CHAPTER III

First Viceroyalty of the Deccan

QuTBU5L-MuLK used to say that he considered Nizamu'l-
Mulk as his elder brother. Through the latter's influence
he wanted to win over the Turdnis to his side. It was on his
advice that Farrukhsiyar appointed Nizamu'1-Mulk to the
viceroyalty of the Deccan and the faujdari of the Carnatic.
His presence in the capital was considered dangerous
for the consolidation of the Sayyid brothers5 influence.
Moreover, the confusion and disorder in the Deccan
required the presence of some strong man who would not
allow the Marathas to encroach too much on the Imperial
territory. Disturbances in this part required special attention
of the Central Government. Qutbu'1-Mulk proposed the
name of Nizamu'1-Mulk and obtained the sanction of the
Emperor who bestowed on him, before his taking leave for
the Deccan, a robe of honour, a head-ornament, an 'Arab
steed with gold-embroidered trappings, a sword and a dagger*
Qutbu'1-Mulk came to Nizamu'l-Mulk's house with pre-
sents of rolls of cloth, two diamonds, a sword, a jewelled
poniard, two steeds and an elephant, Nizamu'1-Mulk re-
turned the visit and offered a present of two diamonds, an
'Arab steed with gold-trappings, a sword and a jewelled
poniard, Nizamu'1-Mulk left Delhi in May 1713. When he
arrived in the vicinity of Sironj, he received a present of
fruit from the Emperor. The kahSrs and mace-bearers who
brought him the present were suitably rewarded. In the
neighbourhood of Ujjain he went out hunting, and from
thence he proceeded in the direction of Burhanpur where he
arrived at the end of June 1713.1

Nizamu'1-Mulk was faced with chaos in the Deccan, When
Zulfiqar Khan was the Viceroy of the Deccan, he had en-
tered into an agreement with Sahu, son of Sambhaji, con-
ferring on him the right of Chauth and Sardeshmukhi of the

1 Hadiqatu'l-'llam, vol. II, p. 68.